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	It was an interesting week at the capitol.  HB 1069 (requiring 150 minutes of physical activity per week in elementary schools) landed in the Senate Education committee on Wednesday.  Prior to Wednesday, I met with fellow lobbyist to compare notes before talking to Senate education committee members about their concerns with the legislation.  It seemed like enough “yes” votes were in place to pass the bill out of committee.
	The bill was presented by Senator Aguilar on Wednesday afternoon.  Our network decided to streamline our testimony and have Cody from Children’s Campaign, Kyle from CDPHE and a representative from Kaiser Permanente.  All of our advocates did a great job of promoting the bill.  Everything was going well until a CASBE (Colorado association of school board executives) switched their “neutral” position to a position of “opposition”.  Their fear was that this bill is a 1st step in the direction of requiring school boards to take action and CASBE does not like any requirements coming from the state level.  An interesting discussion occurred for the next 90 minutes.  Senator Renfro didn’t like the line: school cannot substitute physical activity for physical education.  He felt that school boards would not have the ability to adjust instructional programs if needed in tough economic times.  We know that this was not the intent of the language but we didn’t want school districts to eliminate PE and replace it with PA and still meet the requirement of 150 minutes per week.  Instead we want legislators to know that any physical education time can be used to help meet the minute requirement.  The whole discussion got a little confusing but you should know that we have several advocates on the education committee, namely, Senators King (this time), Johnston, Nicholson, Hudak, Heath  and most times, Senator Bacon.
	An amendment to eliminate the “no substituting PA for PE” barely passed.  Don’t panic.  We have several opportunities to reinstate the language beginning with the Senate floor debate, scheduled for this week.  Hopefully, the bill will pass the Senate without amendments.  I’ll let you know as soon as it happens.
	HB1069 is taking a lot of time and energy during the first 55 days of this General Session but I am tracking some other legislation as well:
HB 1201 streamlining teacher licensing			SB 80 school improvement plans
HB 1254 bulling in schools				SB 111 education success task force
HB 1126, HB 1270 parent involvement in schools	SB 157 modify school finance act
SB 36 inherent risk with mountain biking		SB 40 coach youth sport concussion education
Many bills are focused on examining possible budget savings.  Thanks for your interest and I’ll report again, soon.

[bookmark: _GoBack]March 14, 2011 Update  The Senate passed HB 1069 this morning with a 20-12 (3 excused) vote.  The bill now goes back to the House (hopefully for a RE-PASS concurring with Senate amendments) and then to our Governor.  I'll get a feel for our Governor's position this week and let you know if an email campaign will need to be organized.  Thanks for your support during this 5 year adventure.
